Alora Rodriguez receives the Victor Greene Award from department chair Merry Wiesner-Hanks, April 2013

Friends of History
We thank our alumni and friends for their generous contributions supporting student research, travel to conferences, speakers, and prizes for excellence.
Spring 2012
First place: Lenore Gentner, "Boyle till it is Enough: London History through Cookery Books 1650-1700"
Second place: Matthew Payne, "Salt of the Earth: How a Film was Silenced"
Winter 2012 Janae Kalani Adolpho, "Racialization and Rehabilitation:
The Hawaiian Blood Quantum as a Form of Dispossession"
Spring 2013
Alora Rodriguez, "The Meaning of Apostasy in Bede" 
Outstanding Senior Thesis Award
Lost Letters of Medieval Life: English Society, 1200-1250, ed. Martha Carlin and David Crouch
Editors Martha Carlin and David Crouch reveal everyday life in early thirteenth-century England in vivid detail through the correspondence of people from all classes, from peasants and shopkeepers to bishops and earls. The documents edited here include letters between masters and servants, husbands and wives, neighbors and enemies, and cover a wide range of topics: politics and war, going to fairs and going to law, attending tournaments and stocking a game park, borrowing cash and doing favors for friends, investigating adultery and building a windmill. While letters by celebrated people have long been known, the correspondence of ordinary people has not survived and has generally been assumed never to have existed in the fi rst place. Carlin and Crouch, however, have discovered numerous examples of such correspondence hiding in plain sight. The letters can be found in manuscripts called formularies -the collections of form letters and other model documents that for centuries were used to teach the page 4 the arts of letter-writing and keeping accounts. The editors present letters from two such manuscripts both in the original Latin and in English translation, with each document contextualized in an accompanying essay. 2013. University of Pennsylvania Press.
Early Modern Europe, 1450-1789 by Merry Wiesner-Hanks
The second edition of this bestselling textbook covers European history from the invention of the printing press to the French Revolution, updated to include expanded coverage of the late eighteenth century and the Enlightenment, and to incorporate recent advances in gender history, global connections and cultural analysis. The text takes in Europe in its entirety, eastward to the Ottoman Empire, northward to Sweden, and southward to Portugal, and includes European colonies overseas. It integrates religious, gender, class, regional and ethnic differences as well as the economic, political, religious and cultural history of the period. The book sets developments in Europe in a global context, and features summaries, timelines, maps, illustrations, and discussion questions, along with interactive online resources. 2013. Cambridge University Press.
Becoming Austrians: Jews and Culture between the World Wars by Lisa Silverman
This book examines the situation of Jews in Austria after the collapse of Austria-Hungary in 1918, which left all Austrians in a state of political, social, and economic turmoil. Jews in particular found their lives shaken to the core, but the dissolution of the Dual Monarchy also created plenty of room for innovation and change in the realm of culture. Jews became heavily invested in culture as a way to shape their new, but also vexed, self-understandings. Lisa Silverman demonstrates that an intensifi ed marking of people, places, and events as "Jewish" accompanied the crises occurring in the wake of Austria-Hungary's collapse, with profound effects on Austria's cultural legacy. In some cases, the consequences of this marking resulted in grave injustices, but engagements with the terms of Jewish difference also characterized the creation of culture, including novels, fi lms, and theater. By examining the lives, works, and deeds of a broad range of Austrians, she reveals how the social codings of politics, gender, and nation received a powerful boost when articulated along the lines of Jewish difference. 2012. Oxford University Press.
The Life of Herbert Hoover, Fighting Quaker: 1928-1933 by Glen Jeansonne
This is the fi rst defi nitive study of the presidency of one of America's most maligned and poorly understood Chief Executives. Born in a Quaker hamlet in Iowa and orphaned at nine, Herbert Hoover had already risen to wealth and global fame as an international mining engineer, the savior of Belgium during the Great War, Woodrow Wilson's Food Administrator, and perhaps the greatest Secretary of Commerce in American history by the time he assumed the presidency. While in the cabinet he had helped to engineer the prosperity of the 1920s and vainly warned of an economy overheated by speculation, but the ensuing Wall Street Crash of 1929 would come to overwhelmingly defi ne his legacy. Combining public and private resources, he made history as the fi rst president to pit government action against the economic cycle, creating a precedent that would be employed by his successor and all other future presidents. Glen Jeansonne's study allows a greater understanding of our thirty-fi rst president. 2012. Palgrave Macmillan. Diana Ahmad (BA 1974; MA 1979 1841-1939 (2011) , examines how local and global migration shaped social relations, with particular focus on race and culture, in one rapidly industrializing British port. At the University of Arizona, she teaches an array of courses that take Europe as a whole, rather than one country, as the unit of analysis.
The German Minority in Interwar Poland
Contact Us
Do you have news to share? We welcome your stories, updates and feedback on your UWM experiences. We also welcome alumni involvement -current students can benefi t from your time and expertise in so many ways. 
